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Dear Mr. Caton:

On February 15, l%hummﬁuamh‘nmﬁ
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" our concerns.
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Amcadesont of the Commimsion’s Rules ) WT Docket No. 96-6

)

)

The Alaska Telephone Association (ATA), a trade associstion tepresesting
twenty-two Jocal exchange compagics in Alasks, peovides herein comments porssast to
the Commission’s Jenuary 25, 1996, Natice of psposed relemsaicing ("NPRM™) in the
sbove referenced matter. ATA mamber compesies provide local exchange sexvices,
incinding interstate and intrastate acoass 1 Alaska.

ATA has reviewsd the NPRM and the propossl of allowing the broadbasd
Commescial Mobile Radio Service ("CMRS") providess 1 offer fheed wireless loop
scxvice, ATA would agres the FCC rules are not clesrly understood and may need
fixther xeview mad additional work s we develop 3 competitive local service market.
However, if new roles ate adupted providing mare fiexibility, there are sigeificant issnes
which swast bo addressed. ATA belisves that the NFRM shouid be resamined in lighe of
associssed with rules that place & nowegninted eality in direct competition with &
Commission reles st promote reciprocal and flanible srranguments while cosuring the
broader Universal Seyvice commitmests. Finally, Univernal Secvice fhading sssistance
nasds ©0 be based on loop costs which form basis for local rates.

ATA belisves that theugh the NPRM may not divectly couflict with the new Federal

there ass additional issucs thet xoust be considered in this mlemaking in light
of the competitive lncal exchange marknts which will emerge by virtse of the logislation.
As compotitive markets develop, issues swroundisg istercommection asd mixed
whilization of techaclogies will syface as carriers look to the most cost effective way ©
daliver sarvices. The pressnt roles and methodologics for access and revenee recovery
mechaniss will have 0 be roexamined and chenged 1o aliow for effective compatision
To avoid 2 compotitive advaniage, the FOC should allow all provides of Jocal loops,
inchoding LEC’s aad all types of CMRS mroviders, the same opportonity o provide
wizeless local Joop.
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MRGULATORY CONCERNS

LBC’s prowide local losps under tasiffs which must confixm to 2 host of Stats aad
Foderal reguistions, inciwding types of services (411, 911, deta, eio.), 28 well as guality
of the service. The shility to offer wireless looal loop is limited %0 Basic Bxchange
Telscomssmunication Radic Service (BETRS) technology, which: was attempied asd
shendoned by several mamsfacturers as the markets sever developed to afford product
contisustion Demand for wireless Jocal loops exists in locations which curreatly are
outside asens deemed feasible by CMRS providers.

Thare are pockets of potential subscribers (yet unsesved) in Alaska who would welcome
amy type of smvice. Thero are raral radio suhecribers who still use push-t0-talk systems
who would gledly subscribe o afforduble, fhll duplex tochaology. ATA would sapport
the clarification. of rguistions which would ensbic the sharing and joiat provisioning of
wivelase local Joops while promoting the widest application of wchnology ® serve the
Jrostast mumsber of sebecribers. The Comusissios naust balencs the goal of promoting 2
fair and open competitive market plan while enmring we continne 10 meet the Universal

SPECTRUM UTILIZATION BSURS

As the Commissicn moves t0 muxissise utilizastion of availeble spectrum, the ATA
belisves priorities will need 10 be maisteined for different types of wireless swrvices.
Provisioning wireless local Ioop a8 primary (or only) local loop will incresss wtitixation
from both a chwenel aad tine parspective in many wess. ¥ fixed wirelsss local loop is
twiffed similaly as local cxchemge loops ae now, neage will require significant
siteration of caginseciag twbies fixr chesmal allocstions. Call holding tinves are much
gronter, legwing less spectrum availwble for mobile usege. Additiosally, cabasced
serviess, perticularly dute, con demand lsryer increments of spectrum,. thareby, farther
inhibiting mobile vsage.

UNIVERSAL SERVICE

ATA belisves Usiversal Service chiigations are paramoust o the Commission deals with
the changing wiscomammications issues. Universal Sarvice progrmms are based on some
of the followiag premises: 1) A carrier is obligaeed w provide service 1 customers
within servicc ars, resalting in specific embedded investment; 2) Cost of some local
Ioops peobibits consonshie sad affordsble rate design;  3) Recovery of local loop costs is
basis fior USF ageistamce. The Commission nyust adopt Universal Service mecheniams
which assure 3 Jevel pleying field for local loop providers.
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CONCLUSION
The ATA believes the Tolccommunications Act of 1996 has several provisioms which
impact the suhatance of this NPRM, sad that the issuo would be better sarved by

extending the deadline in order to botter comgider thoss provisions I the Commission

uthATAmMawmwbcMﬁrw'd
Universal Sexvico considecations.

Respectivfly submitted this 26th dxy of February, 1996
ALASKA THLEPHONE ASSOCIATION
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